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Sentence pattern Used as Full-form Page
B2V AR or R(R) EXPR & 28
V A+ Z 4 or R (%) EXPR £ 28
B &, ADV 29
HAEor EARE EXPR PVC £ 29
it or RE ADV & 30
% Bt EXPR R 31
AT EXPR 32
=] 3 EXPR 53 32
BIE ADV 32
MK, METRV ADV PR 33
MK E VL ADV ] 33
B RE ADV 34
FIE EXPR(V-0) G 35
R FE EXPR G 35
V. .& I EXPR % 35
F I~ or & ADV it 36
S or & ADV * 36
1% or V 37
I V (Neg)) ] 38
% or # ADV 39
% or & A& ADV 48 39
ZV JL(A)[MW] #... EXPR % 40
HAF or HATT EXPR 0 40
fi V iy 41
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£ 8
Vocabulary

I ik banfa way (of doing sth.), method N i
Sk hé bulai to be unable to get on PVC A&
HA dirén enemy N R
4 A sheng qi to get angry V-0 e
—4J)L... | yihuir one moment... and next CONJ | &%

moment...
NAT neihang expert N
3t A XA | dui... to be interested in Y R

you Xingqu

EH guan zui to get sb. drunk RVC
# & shixi to be familiar with (S) vV
+ K zhuanjia expert N &
oL gingkuang situation N
Z&F AT | waliin rahé no matter what ADV Ex )
7, Xi play N i3
A& 730 to be chaotic SV
X7 tiancai talent, gift N
H kén to be willing to... MV
g dai to catch \Y
£ 5 laoshii mouse N
K jiating family, household N
it manz( to be satisfied SV
%A giongrén poor people N %
A furén rich people N
PLA T shud buguo to be unable to win sh. over by | PVC ®x, 8

arguing. V.7~ 1i{: to be unable

to win sb. over by ...
AL libai week. #LFF X Sunday N A
"L B chi cu to be jealous (Lit. eat vinegar) | V-O
MR Xizaoqi to be stingy SV A
%] & nao xiaohua to make a fool of oneself V-0 i, 35
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Lesson Two

3 fan to return V
T AL kai bu qf to be unable to take a joke EXP Al
HE Wanxiao
e R ci laohi female tiger (a fierce woman) | N
255 gishi actually ADV i
pLis jigi machine N #
E] xiangdang rather, quite, considerably, very | ADV &1
i bang a gang of... MW ¥
AE zhénzhéng real ADJ
B A | jitrou péngyou | fair-weather friends N
A xidokan to look down on V
x bén to be stupid ADJ
TIk xia gongfu to be diligent (Lit. spend time) | V-O
A FA kandeqi to think highly of sh. & 7~ A is | PVC
similar to )»%& (to look down
on sh)
i mingtang result, achievement N
3 péi to replace, compensate \Y i3
22 chao to make trouble, to wrangle, \
to argue, to make noise
A¥ duzi stomach N
w7 2k daitou to take the lead V-0 3R
THF jia chang common occurrence; simple EXP PR
(&7 bianfan meal
A AR cOu ré’nao to add trouble to, to join inthe | V-O e
fun
18§ guanzi restaurant N BE
% ) kioya Peking Duck N %
TF di zi to type V-0
JRIR mafan trouble, to trouble N/V 1A
R(KR)F chuf nit to boast, to chat V-0
A4 tang time(s), as in once, twice MW
(similar to ’X..)
BLIR shud huing to tell a lie V-0 Exi
Aa1E xiangxin to believe \Y
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Ao weikou appetite N

2 quan to persuade, urge \Y )

i A xiqi special, strange ADJ

ik xian to mind, to dislike \Y

i) jingli energy, effort N

Fof fei koushé to waste energy on arguing V-0 ¥

N ES huagangyén granite N H

S naodai head N it

T F féi shi to be troublesome V-0 ¥

Kk touxu main threads in a complicated | N A4
affair

KTERT méiwan méilido | endlessly ADV

a9 74 dique indeed, really ADV A

R bidozhiin standard, correct ADJ 1R &

#%4L4 | hist luanxidng | to imagine things \Y AL

45 anding to settle down V

i guan to get used to Vv i

F ok shixian in advance ADV

57 suanle come off it, forget it EXP

S+ A duifu to cope with, to deal with \Y 4

e+ —&5F7,

3t &

Dialogue

BEAHZXITT,

HIL A AENRILBEBE, T ET HIEKE,

&

oA
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HDHEE TR ABHELEEIINT . HEK
PR P B & K52 B AT AL RE,

L REAGGEARE » TAE TR RS H ., 2KE
BAEERAN L2 RIR A A S BB A
PEARES] 0E,

H5W, REXMILED > BT FEARG - KFLH A
Lo AR, HERANEERT T » REH
*..

WA EIRT ., a2 Tk, RIEF T &
B VLG » AREHEMNA S L3307

KRIZANAAT AR Rdmil 0 MR B R — ATy
B THAREEERITT. BLEREZF I THEAZE.

E£T7 £7  AFRET. RIEIANAAR, 224 E5D?
R, L EAEKERABAIIEAL 28I T - 3 RRITEF
e

TS BERINIFEDC? APk EELH R Fe?

HELHRE - MHRETGE  FIFTERMETESE BB
AL, BRE LBITTR?

STAT AR RS AFERPAF - #HF - HiL - RAEE
iRk Rk kE o —EILERTIIL,
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Lesson Two

2 iE & A
Sentence patterns

z&nme dou/yé  bu  méi shénme dou/yé bu  méi z&nme yé

1. EaVHME 1 G VA2 AR (%) &2 V4 PVC(neg.)

la. & 2 VAR (%)
NO MATTER HOW ... IT IS STILL...

The adverb . is normally used for negative sentences, but 4% can be used in both
negative and affirmative sentences in the i% construction. 7~ is used to emphasize a
statement and is often placed at the beginning of the clause. (See also pattern 4 for &
T IRE).
(RE) s. E2Z(v.) &/FR  (neg.) v./sv.
(RE) # & 2i7dy AT e A
However she dresses she is still ugly.

&2 & RekEE
She won't go to Taiwan, no matter what.

1b. VAt 2 #RIEAR (%)
WHATEVER (SB. DOES) IT IS STILL...

As the object ina V f+ 4 #F... sentence is usually clear, or understood by the listeners,
it is often omitted. In this expression the emphasis is on the object of the sentence,
unlike in the previous expression, where it is on the verb:

(RE) s, voAFZ[o] &/ #k [neg.]v./sv
(RE) HFAAA[RIR]  # A

No matter what clothes she wears she is still ugly.

1c. & 4 V 4 PVC (neg.)
HOWEVER HARD ONE HAS TRIED...ONE CAN'T...
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RELTRAGAEA > fe— R BN AR, KTEA FENGER.
PNERERNE, TEDFE2E > D ZRGAREG . AT AR ST K
RELFELFERERX )& REFED?

HE2ALHE RBRAGIET .

A RN R GG BHAE & A BLARST > T RILEZHEAT - ITAE A AR AT .

o B RAEAIFA  ARTE IRALTE ZDAE R - 4T 0 7.

I E A DA - HERR A AL

Make sentences with Ik JUAR, 1+ 2 4, 4R, & 2 4F and V H 4 #F

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

No matter how hard I try, | still can't get used to eating Chinese food.

dao di
2. 3K
AFTER ALL
REALLY
ACTUALLY

% )& is an adverb which can be placed either before a subject, or before a verb or co-
verb (such as‘42’,‘#8and L), #8] JK A & K, feAt A #4018 After all he is an expert
and he knows everything.

#| & can also be used for emphasis in a question: #| & 4%+ 2 What do you really
want to eat?

T EEATEA > EL2LCRREEE.

— IR EATE > —aIRREACR o B RMR BT 2

H o At 22 R RAFIA A - P AR AT A F AT E A
BlRM A ZIFOYITF A > AR - BIFHA 4 0 st 2

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

How many months do we actually have to stay at Peking University?

shudbushang  suan bushang
3. WHARLEorHEARE
IT CANNOT BE SAID THAT

These expressions are in the PVC pattern. The affirmative forms for these expressions
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Lesson Two

are $#.7F L and H-#F L. They can be placed before a verb or stative verb, but not before
a noun subject.

S. V. 0.

NE HERE R MNFF4

It can't be said that Xiao Wang is a good student.

AEF B ERENNT

B ARLAEANNAIT » RAKIEEA &5,

BB LR P EFEEGE R B P EF R AL
mET R > AL ARB)AGHAELT . (1?)

RN EZANER » LHEF LEZANCHHE L E,
BAfetBEXESHARLMET,

R E S LA AT o T R B R A,

Is there any difference between # 7~ £, #74 L, and # 7~ _L; and between
#4334 £, and H-#F £? (Look at sentence pattern 8 in Lesson One.)
Say the following sentence in Chinese.

It can't be said that today is the hottest day of the summer. There is still more hot
weather to come.

wialun buguan
4. Rit/ IFE
NO MATTER (WHAT, WHO, WHERE and HOW)
REGARDLESS OF

This expression implies that the result will stay the same, regardless of the situation. “~
% and A& are used for emphasis in a statement which contains a question word and
AR or 4L

NIV L 4. ... anything

REIREHAR... ...anybody

TEIFA(V)IRILER... .. anywhere

NNEITEE A A (see pattern 1)

TEITE A (GEZ) BAF.. nomatter whether A or B
Also see sentence patternl.

WA FAH AE T HRFAFIFHT -
b 2 T FIRILER T AR,
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FIEZTERAET . HOATREE A FLFE R,

R ERARAFTEE > TRETEIT! (1?)

A LI TR R B AT - de 2] R RAR 6 ILTF T,

B&EMH (i) R!

AREyd LFFRAET o REEERAE T > 4o L3 Ao
B R HAERH AT

CREZBR, AN AR, X REBL? (1?)

xian  zaishud
5. %.H®”it
LET'S DO (STH.) FIRST

This expression implies that something has to be made a priority. The verb after % is
usually followed by 7 . This expression has a similar construction to the ‘s.v. T 0. #L
v.2 0.2 sentence pattern, but instead of the #t clause, it uses the phrase & ..

% v. T o FHik

* A& THH L

Let's watch the film first.

A BMERRSL FENR!

B B - L T A

A L P EATAER S ZEEET A

BERFIASZZ » 2 TARILA,

A KBEFRFELE B L HIK,

BIFTHFT » AFHFREHH.

A Bt T B R — R RIA R B A

BiLikiR ¥ B AR #— 8 AAH & AFINRMAR? &L AT
ko iE B,

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

(YYour friend is worrying about living in England, but he hasn't applied for a visa.)
Don't worry. Get the visa first.

% £: it would be better.

31



Lesson Two

fei  buké fei  cai

6. dAF.TT T .

6a. dE.. 7T
ABSOLUTELY MUST
IT WON'T DO UNLESS

Both 3k and 7~ are negations. In Chinese a double negative becomes an affirmative.
JE... 2~ T is used for emphasis. The matter one wants to emphasize is placed between 3F
and A~ *T. 3 should be followed by verbs, or co-verbs such as tt, 42 and #%.

s. dEw. 0. A7

& ARFHEE RT

| absolutely must have some wine.

6b. k.. 7 ...
WILL NOT... UNLESS...

3E...4 ...is a conditional conjunction. The 3 clause states the condition, and the 7
clause shows the consequence: iX #5% & AR g 3, MRIFRAATR KT, A+ 29
1 % These students are unreceptive and unwilling. They won't take anything in unless
you are angry with them.

FIREEFRRGIART » ELR— R F I,

KEAEE B MME—ANAFELFERERTS?
HhEFERREBETHEET » B RARER T,
HKIFFS KRG EIEZT T,
frEFPERRRGETREZET » AR ER T & 2H 2,
Change the above JF... 7~ #T sentences into JF... 7 ... sentences.

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

Do we absolutely have to learn Mandarin with a Peking accent?

fan zhéng
7. RE
IN ANY CASE

J_iE can be placed before or after a subject. & 47~ 4 &k and 4 & E 4k are the
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same in meaning: in any case, she is not coming. For emphasis, #f or 4. may be placed
before the verb or the negation.

The &_iE clause is often preceded by a £.#&/7 ¥ clause , as in: LR & 424, R E
& (&) RaHAr4E XA F 49 | wouldn't do this kind of thing for you anyway, no
matter what you say.

JANE % 0 N | o

BANEMRATEL  REMR (&) F3RAA!

ARG A ZAZANER EFAARRRT - §AARRARE? !

BAFKLT » AREE LI RE(L)BAI TR,

HEZT o RIEMAREARTHAX K,

RERR (&) ZAHAR > RLiR > $H5HME,

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

I'm not going to study Chinese any more. No matter how hard I try | won't achieve

anything anyway.

conglai bu conglaiméi guo

8. MKk () MRZE Vit

8a. Ak (R)
ALWAYS, (NEVER)

This expression is similar to £ 5 in meaning. A %k is often used in the negative form
MR TR, but A& can be used in the affirmative form to state that something or
somebody is always in a state of... When A >k is used in an affirmative sentence, it is
often accompanied by #t, with & or modal verbs: 4 M & # & —N4F5 4 or 4 8 2
— AT 52 4 She is always a good student. 75 5& 89 A k3t & & — AN A or 1E R 89 5 2
#H—A>A | am the one who always does the cooking.

AR I AT R AL F 2] 5% — | always feel that she could get a first in her exams. # A
K E KB, or H ¥ & E 3k 75 A He always likes drinking.

8b. ARV i
NEVER HAVE (DONE)
ON NO OCCASION

HENARRKRZMN 55 RV, EAFGHELRR?
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KTARECEIFEEH. (1?)

B RARB LD 0E - ARKI AR R LB R (19)
Mo & Z MR T E R AGIR?

Re AR B IR T Bk,
FEEMEAARHKRZIME  BES  BERY,

A DEZINARE > THE > RBIR > KARRTE—5 Ko
B &EHATER! KE#FZLDNAFERFT

BT FAM R o

B KL IRAAE LK

R K ERPLAREB. (1?)

W > W >

zaiy€bu zaiy€méi

9. BELX HELX

9a. AL~
WILL NOT... EVER AGAIN

9b. ALK
HAVE NOT... EVER AGAIN

Lesson Two

# L emphasizes that an action will not (# 4 7~) happen again or has not (#4.7%)

happened again. These expressions cannot be used in an affirmative form:

s. [tw] HERE v. [0]
KRWUABE BER ¥ FLT
I'll never learn Chinese again.

ME R LR AEARIA A KBE T B, AT Kk, AERBLTFET,
o _ER FARKAARIGIBE T — > g B KT RG K.

A CHE—XREREAFL2AEE?
B #A#H : ZXMNHNBAHFLIREERT.,

W=7+
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kaiwanxiao bi¢ kaiwanxiao le gén kaiwanxiao zhewan

10. Fm % AFIHET . JFmE VER

10a. FFIL %
(YOU) MUST BE JOKING
MAKE A JOKE

10b. A FI KT
(Lit.) DON'T MAKE A JOKE

10c. K. FF I K

PULL SB.'S LEG

MAKE FUN OF SOMEBODY

#% should be followed by the indirect object (somebody): #& &4 7 4~3t % I'm pulling
her leg.

10d. V &3t
ONE DOES STH. JUST FOR FUN
ONE DOES STH. CASUALLY
It is often used to deprecate one's actions in order to appear modest, particularly when
somebody has expressed admiration. V & ¥t is sometimes placed between & and #9:
A R RE A BT
You play the violin very well.
B: R4F - HRAFF I,
Not really. (I play it for fun.)

2?2 Fi—%8 R EANZHGIR) RAFRET .
R BIAATFAAITE . RTF 7 HRAETFILE .
FRE2ARTFRE? FINA— AR

A R RFEZ TFIRE .

B&REAZFIE? RERIGAELAM,
ARFERALEKRT.

BA&AXFFHEILAY,

A MR AT 28 R R A MR JR?

%Ik ma is used to reinforce a statement: ;& 2 1R 78I YR wine is nice to drink.
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BIRAAR  HAENE LI,
ARE RAMBEITRET .
BR&X  MAITE RN,

Say the following sentences in Chinese.
1. You must be joking. Somebody as talented as you can do anything.
2. I'm pulling your leg. In fact | do love learning Chinese.

bingbu méi jué bu  méi

11. # R/ & IR/ K

1la. 774~ / %

(NOT) AT ALL...

This is used to emphasize the fact that something is not what was expected. It can only
be used in the negative form.

11b. &7/ &

ABSOLUTELY (NOT)

It is used to emphasize negation: & 3 7~ & E4E"HAE I'm definitely not going to the pub
for a drink!

The difference between 5 and # is that 7+ not only emphasizes the negative form, but
also indicates the opposite of what was expected. In this respect 5t is similar to 2], but
18] is not used for emphasis, and it can be used for both affirmative and negative
statements. # is only used for emphasis in negative statements:

DERIRANTA

Xiao Wang is not in the very least a bad person.

PEFIRE=FA

Xiao Wang is not a bad person (though every one thinks he is.)

PEBTRA—FA

Xiao Wang is actually not a bad person (though I thought he was.)

EARHHPAALFKI AR B TEEAKE,
TAMEAARFTITH - ARXART LAY HE,
ARIWAFARRMEFE » AEHAKEER, FEXAFLT TA,
BARMFHHE TR XA IUAREGIFIN A RA—EERMA
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AN AR A AR ARAER B o

T AN E A, FAFE TR R

AR FRIEH TS AR T HKR#*AT,

3P ATFIARA R EA MRLZEXTT?

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

Although he is an expert on Chinese porcelain, he doesn't actually like Chinese
porcelain at all.

gdo  nong
12. # |5
12a. #%
DO
MAKE
BE ENGAGED IN
SET UP
GET (HOLD OF)

4% is one of those verbs that has many meanings, and is very commonly used in the
spoken language, especially when the nature of the action is not quite clear to the
speaker: 174%1F 2|7k A 45 °5 Can you get hold of that book? The speaker is not
concerned about the specifics of getting hold of the book: buying or borrowing would
be equally acceptable.

In Taiwanese and in other southern regional dialects, 4% can imply to have a sexual
relationship as in 45 8 % % #.

12b. i

DO

MAKE

GET (HOLD OF)
FIDDLE WITH

# is very similar to 4%, but it is only used for doing something physically, on a small

scale, and it very often implies that the action is done by hand. One can say: &~ 4% #c
A 49 He is engaged in education work/ he is a teacher. One can't say: % 2 F# % 49.
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A RFMARBMALE?

B A4t HME,

A EANPIAAKRRBTFRLERBBAE

B ZEMEFHFMALNHEFESELZAE LT kK,
RER{EIL R B RTD? TREMIAT
h—LEFAEXERHAT? EARMBLIMAGH AL ET?
TR H A, RAE A R F— T RAGAIRA T HAL?
A RIERGILFTIFRT, RIER—A

B AR, FEZALF AL R KA

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

I still can't work out the meaning of that sentence.

nao
13. i
STIR UP TROUBLE
SUFFER FROM
CAUSE NOISY DISTURBANCE

i@ has many meanings and it is commonly used in the spoken language. I has a sense
of vigour, even violence: If] ¥ 4 rise up in revolution; revolt; 17 4L-F cause a riot.

X 4 eE R B X R FF R R AR,
ERFARETENRT AT H. RECTHRRET T,
TEBMBAGRATEE  AERBFEUREKERET,

A KR EA?

F a2 KA b m] o XREFRIR o AT AT RALH,

AT ELT > ARAVA MR BB A RIR .

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

Last night my neighbour upstairs had a party. It was so noisy that I couldn't sleep.
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hio  ting
14. 4F or #
VERY
EXTREMELY

%F and # are similar to &, but are more colloquial and informal. They can be placed
before adverbs, stative verbs and modal verbs.

HAERLETE QM BIRFA RALTFTIE T oL E A4 7

FERAATFIFG®R > — o4 kdTRE 20 F.

F BN ARAT I F LTI - R, KT —RLE DT

TR FHELRF  FTIANAAGPL > XT—MFPE > il AT AP EHF
AERT

Say the foIIowing sentence in Chinese.

The food in the Chinese restaurant round the corner is not at all bad.

lao
15. %
ALWAYS

# is similar to .& 2, but is used more colloquially. It is placed before a verb, but not
before the subject of the sentence.

# can also be followed by . % & and % & can be placed before the subject of a
sentence or before a verb. If £ 52 is placed before a subject, it refers to the subject,
otherwise it refers to the action: #.% = X ¥ [ He is always going to China; # A& f& X
¥ & It is always he who goes to China.

ZRMGREBIRE 250 AREHRR?
FEETH, —FHKEAILRARK K,
AT o FTH  DEEAZLER?

B AR A il "5 ? MR 2],
AREAFZARLES], HATA4EK?

B RNEAREIAEAE - AL Z A
Say the following sentence in Chinese.

You always tell the same story again and again. What’s so good about it?
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méi i jiv
16. & VJL MW 3t VISV
START...BEFORE ONE CAN DO SOMETHING, NO SOONER

This is a typical case of a #L sentence which indicates that the action after %L takes
place very quickly, before you know that it has happened. The action that has not yet
been completed is placed in the /% clause. It always consists of a verb, a small number
or JU, and a measure word. The 7% clause is always placed before the 3t clause: #& % 1F
A4 a9 IR R T He had only done two minutes’ work before he said he was
tired. This expression is similar to V 1~ £ JU MW k...

AR ATk, XL @) SLATA R, or R fR & Tk, LA B &) sEAT A R
FEHRAAA! ZAHILRALTH. ERLKM,

tofE RIEFRA. A XNELIL D IREAZ IS,

FERFTEAR XX EIUANZ A RALB  FEBRAEF R A 27
RAXANACE BT AT + KBAMIEFLLT o or BB AT .

B F]s s RO OB T o

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

I can't drink red wine. My face turns bright red as soon as | have a single sip.

youliangshou youliangxiazi
17. AHF or ARATT
SKILFUL

TO KNOW ONE'S STUFF

A #F and A T -F imply that one has a special ability or skill. They should always
be placed at the end of the phrase which indicates the skill: #2"Zix B P F, TR EF
747 He knows how to eat, but he doesn't know how to work. # # ¥ and & % T - are
used as stative verbs and are similar to the expression Z-# really good.

Colloquially, 7 5 means SKILL: # #111# 5 Teach us some of your skills.

% % NOW. Used colloquially. Placed before verbs or negation, e.g. FiX1§Zx L. Now I have to go to

my class.
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& T AR AT T o kA X EHRILDREKREKLHIRT -
NEBEARTF  —AANRB B T A A FF T
RXAF A 24?7 ZREL2, or REXA T FHIHA., £Li,
HIBIBAE R T BA AT To PEMMIZ R RS K#HAFT — K 2%,
R R AANNAT - TRRAEBAT T
Say the following sentence in Chinese.
She is very good (skilful) at telling other people what to do, but she never does a thing
herself.

fei
18. %
SPEND
WASTE
%% has a sense of ‘consuming’. %% often appears in v-o patterns, some of which have
their own independent meanings, as in: 4% % troublesome; %% # strenuous.

FIAR—FH o FRBINTF - BREAF AT,

AR L FOET, R ALR B,

NG TARE T FREZAEL KSR
MEET o EALERCRBE,

WHARF I T? XFa R A KA L RALE TR

Say the following sentence in Chinese.

Don't waste time arguing with him. You'll never win, whatever you say.
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s

L i R )

Translations and exercises
A. Make sentences with the above expressions and sentence patterns.

B. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
1. Itwas, after all, the Chinese food that was both cheap and delicious. Last
night three of us went to a Chinese restaurant and we only spent $10.
2. It can't be said that he is a first class (3 —i#&) Chinese scholar, but he is
certainly an expert on Chinese culture.
A: Whatever you say to me | absolutely must go.
B: Don't worry. In any case it is already too late. Have something to eat first.
Don't pull his leg. He can't take jokes.
He looks very fierce but he is actually a kind-hearted person (373 A).
A: You have already worked out the meaning of that sentence. You are good
at translating.
8. B: (modestly) Not really.
9. A:You are learning Chinese now. How clever you are!
10. B: Not really. I'm just doing it for fun.
11. You have to realize that learning Chinese is very time-consuming, otherwise
you will not get good results.

N A

Mr. Li always asks us to speak Chinese and nothing else. He said to me one day: "It isn't
actually difficult to speak to each other in Chinese. You shouldn't be afraid of making a
fool of yourself, otherwise you will never be able to learn how to speak.” Some of my
fellow students are so skilful that they can say anything in Chinese, without even the
slightest problem. But however hard | have tried, I still can't do it naturally. I can only
manage two Chinese sentences before my English comes out. | say to myself that it
really doesn't matter. In any case, we will go to Taiwan soon. I'll learn it there. Why
should I spend a lot of time doing something in the wrong environment? However, this
morning Mr. Li told me off and said that | have an attitude (% &) problem. | really
don't understand what that means.
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B & %

Role play exercises

Complete the following tasks using suitable expressions.

A:

Say to your friend that you would like to go to China, but that you would also
like to go to Japan, the U.S.A. and many other places as well.
Ask "A" whether he/she really wants to go to China after all.

Say to your friend that your classmate’s spoken Chinese is as good
as a native Chinese person's.

Say to "C" that although his/her classmate’s spoken Chinese is good,
it can't be said to be as good as a native speaker's.

Tell your Chinese room-mate that no matter who phones, no matter who comes
round, he/she must tell them that you are not available, because you are very busy.

You have to go out to deal with a very important matter and you can't wait
for your friend any longer. Ask your Chinese room-mate to explain the
situation to your friend when he/she comes.

You have just finished a meal at your Chinese friend's place. Say to him/her
that you are going to help him/her with the washing up.

Tell your friend "G" not to worry about the washing up, as you have a
helper who comes every day to do the housework, and anyway you have a
dishwasher. So "G" can leave everything to the helper.

Tell your Chinese friend that you have never eaten any Chinese food as good

as the meal which he/she cooked for you.
Say to "G" (in a modest Chinese way) that it is your pleasure.
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Tell your Chinese friend that you are going to tell a joke to Mr. Wang,
your teacher, as he is always very serious about everything and you can't
stand it any more.

Say to "K" that Mr. Wang simply can't take a joke. If "K" pulls his leg,
he/she will cause a lot of trouble.

Tell your Chinese friend that the test results have taken many of your

fellow students by surprise and that the best student didn't actually get

very good marks. Unexpectedly, the one who was usually very quiet in class
got the best mark.

(You are Chinese.) Invite your English friend out for a meal in a restaurant.

Respond politely by saying: "You really shouldn't spend money on a meal."”
Suggest that you have a simple meal at home.
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